mander. He talks of his enthusiasm for Fellini, whom he had met during 
the shooting of exteriors for Boccaccio 70 near his home. Fellini promised 
that he could watch the shooting of his next film whenever he was working 
on exteriors. The commander stays several hours, sitting quietly, well 
away from the camera, leaning on a cane, but alert and watching every- 
thing with keen pleasure. 

Today we also have a religious adviser, an authority on ceremonial 
protocol from the Vatican. Good-naturedly he deplores the fact that the 
gestures with which one of the priests speaks his lines lack the proper 
dignity. “It is obvious that he has never lived among priests,” the adviser 
whispers to me. 

Nor has Fellini. But his own performance wins the adviser’s unqualified 
approval. Fellini is really a remarkable actor and mimic whose perform- 
ances, even for us who see them every day, are always revelatory. For it is 
by first playing the part himself that Fellini tries to make an actor under- 
stand how he should play it. How many times we have held our breath to 
see that almost elephant with a spaniel’s mournful eyes become, without a 
second’s interval, an old nurse, a cringing bookkeeper, a starlet, a waitress, 
an aging mistress, a cardinal. Not only does he turn into anyone, in any 
kind of dramatic situation, but from the first move he gives exactly the 
right tone, so precise that one says: “It is just in that way and no other that 
this character would speak that sentence, at just that speed, with the tiny 
arch of the eyebrow, that manner of moving, that slight hesitation in the 
voice. Just that way, no other.” 


June 14 ~+We are back in the woods again, despite yester- 
day’s announcement. While we wait for shooting to begin, Barbara Steele 
arrives for a visit, and when Federico, who is sitting on the platform near 
the cardinal’s table, sees her approaching, he cries out: 

“Barbarina bella! Come here. What are you up to?” 

“I'd like to go to London to see my mother. You won’t need me for 
the next few days, will you?” 

“Go, but come back soon, Barbarina bella mia.” 


None of the actors knows how long his part will take, and even those 
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